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PREFACE. 


IIkai.th  Deparimeni, 
Bank  House, 
Colne. 


To  THE  Chairman  of  the  Health  Co.mmittee. 

Dear  Sir, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1953. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  of  Colne  is 
20,^10,  190  less  than  the  previous  year.  I’he  Birth  Rate  of  14.4  per 
1,000  of  the  population  is  i.i  less  than  that  lor  England  and  Wales.  This 
is  partly  e.xplained  by  the  emigration  of  young  couples  to  other  countries. 
In  spite  of  this,  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  has  shown  an  increase  to 
43  per  1,000  live  births.  'I'his  figure  is  higher  than  it  has  been  for  very 
many  years,  but  in  a small  locality  with  small  numbers  there  are  bound 
to  be  occasional  irregularities  in  the  downward  trend  of  the  infantile 
mortality  curve. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  fevers  was  normal,  with  the  exception 
of  measles.  Colne  shared  the  increased  incidence  of  the  country  but 
fortunately,  the  attacks  were  of  a mild  nature. 

7'uberculosis  was  responsible  for  6 deaths,  2 males  and  4 females. 
The  ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  tuberculosis  deaths 
was  I to  6. 

Out  of  104  samples  of  milk  tested  biologically  for  tuberculosis,  4 
were  found  ‘positive’,  and  32  did  not  pass  the  methylene  blue  test  for 
keeping  quality.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  conservative  outlook  towards 
pasteurisation  is  responsible  for  much  illness  and  occasional  death  in 
Colne. 

I am  grateful,  to  many  of  my  colleagues  for  the  information  con- 
cerning their  departments  included  in  this  report,  and  to  the  Health 
Committee  and  my  staff  for  their  help  during  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  E.  ROBINSON, 

Medical  Officar  of  Health. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https;//archive.org/details/b29119935 


5 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 
of  the  Area. 

t 

The  Borough  of  Colne  is  well  situated,  healthy,  and  in  excellent 
natural  surroundings.  It  is  600  ft.  to  800  ft.  above  sea  level.  'I’here  is 
good  natural  drainage  and  a plentiful  water  supply. 

The  principal  industries  remain  the  same,  viz  : — Agriculture,  Textiles, 
hingineering.  Building  and  Civil  Engineering,  Leather  Tanning  and  the 
Distributive  Trades.  Employment  prospects  in  all  trades  tended  to 
increase  and  by  the  end  of  the  vear  unemployment  had  decreased  to  27 
men  and  26  women.  It  is  now  considered  that  the  unemployment  figures 
represent  the  normal  turnover  of  labour  apart  from  a few  older  and 
disabled  workers. 

During  the  year  the  shortage.s  of  skilled  engineering  workers 
continued  and  shortages  were  reported  in  the  textile  trades,  particularly 
of  weavers.  As  far  as  unskilled  workers  were  concerned,  the  demands 
for  railway  workers  and  bus  conductors  were  difficult  to  meet. 

STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1953. 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,939 

Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20,310 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  end  of  1953.  according  to  Rate  Book  7,331 
Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34,887 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ;^535 

RAINFALL. 

Rainfall  was  recorded  by  a Dines  'Pilting  Syphon  Rain  Gauge  which  was 
installed  at  Judge  Fields  on  the  12th  September,  1947,  and  bv  a Bucket 
Rain  Gauge  (diamet('r  of  funnel  : 5 inches)  whicli  was  moved  from  the 
Cemetery  to  Judge  Fields  on  the  ist  October,  1947. 

The  height  of  the  rain  gauge  site  above  sea  level  is  558.35  feet. 

The  top  of  the  bucket  gauge  is  i foot  above  ground  level. 

Site  Position — Latitude  53°.  51’.  41”.  N.  Longitude  2*.  10’.  40”.  W. 


Average  Annual  Rainfall  1901-1953... 


Inches. 

39-15 
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SUMMARY  OF  RAINFALL  FOR  1953. 


Month. 

I)t;|)th  in 
Inches. 

N(j.  of  days 
on  which  rain 
fell. 

January 

1.56 

16 

February 

2.58 

16 

March  ... 

2.02 

7 

April  ... 

3-34 

•4 

May 

••73 

1 2 

June  ... 

4-36 

•9 

July  

5-34 

27 

August... 

6.34 

•9 

September 

4-53 

•7 

October 

••73 

1 1 

November 

5-97 

2 1 

December 

2.64 

•5 

Total 

42.14 

•94 

Monthly  average  3'5i  inches. 


Heaviest  rainfall  for  one  month, 
August,  6’34  inches. 


Heaviest  rainfall  for  one  day, 
26th  June,  2"oi5  inches. 


Lowest  rainfall  for  one  month, 
January,  1-56  inches. 


TEMPERATURE. 


Thermometer  moved  from  Cemetery  to  Judge  Fields,  ist  October,  1947. 


Highest  Temperature,  i93.S-^953,  •6th  Augu.st,  1947. 

...  95“F. 

Lowest  Temperature,  i935-^953.  20th  January.  1940. 

- 5“F. 

Maximum  Temperature,  1953,  12th  August 

... 

Minimum  Temperature,  1953,  7th  February 

...  20°F. 

This  information  has  been  supplied  by  the  Borough 

Engineer. 

extracts  from  vital  statistics 

FOR  THE.  YEAR  1953. 

Birth  Rate  per 

_ thousand  of  the  estimated 

rotal.  Male.  Female.  resident  population 
267  .29  138  |i3-o 

1587 

282  137  14.5 


. ( Legitimate 

Live  Births  ...  | Illegitimate 

( Totals 
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Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births. 

Total  Male  Female 

I Legitimate  615  24 

Still  Births  ...  < Illegitimate  i — i 
^ Totals  7 I 6 

Death  Rate  per 
thousand  of  the  estimated 
resident  population. 

Deaths  ..  ...  ...  307  155  152  "*15*1 

I 1953  adjusted  birth-rate  (comparability  factor,  ro4)=i4’4  per  1,000. 
*1953  „ death-rate  ( „ „ o-9i)=i3-8  „ „ 

Maternal  mortality : — 

Deaths  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  ...  ...  Nil 

Mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ...  ...  Nil 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : — 


Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  12 

9 

3 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  — 

— 

— 

Totals  ...  12 

9 

3 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 

; — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ... 

... 

... 

43 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

... 

45 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

... 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age: — 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  6 

5 

I 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  — 

— 

— 

Totals  ...  6 

5 

I 

Neo-natal  mortality : — 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  .. 

. 

...  ... 

6 

Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

• • • • 

• • . ... 

21 

COMPARATIVE  TABLE. 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1953. 
(Registrar  General’s  Onicial  Returns,  1953.) 


All  Causes  307 — Males  155,  Females  152. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males 

Females 

I 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

I 

2 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other 

1 

2 

3 

Syphilitic  disease 

2 

— 

4 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

5 

Whooping  cough 

I 

— 

6 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

7 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

8 

Measles  ... 

— 

— 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

5 

3 

1 1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

10 

— 

1 2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

— 

3 

•3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

— 

2 

14 

Other  malignant  and 
lymphatic  neoplasms... 

12 

1 1 

15 

Leuka;mia,  aleukoemia  ... 

— 

— 

16 

Diabetes... 

I 

I 

17 

Va.scular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . . 

20 

28 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

24 

14 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

2 

20 

(Jther  Iieiirt  disease 

21 

39 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

6 

I 

22 

Influenza 

I 

3 

23 

Pneumonia 

3 

7 

24 

Bronchitis 

16 

9 

25 

Other  di.seases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

1 

3 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

— 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

I 

2 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

I 

3 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

— 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

31 

Congenital  malformations 

I 

i 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

10 

8 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

— 

34 

All  other  accidents  ...  

4 

4 

35 

Suicide  ... 

3 

4 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

1 

1 

ll 

152 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 


*953-  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  One  Year  of  age. 

Compiled  from  the  Official  Registrations. 


Cau.ses  of  Death. 

Under  i week 

I — 2 weeks 

1 

2 — 3 weeks  | 

3 — 4 weeks  jj 

Total  under  i 

4 weeks 

4 weeks  and 

under  3 months 

3 months  and 

under  6 months  | 

6 months  and  j 

under  9 months 

9 months  and  || 

under  12  months'j 

Total  deaths  1 

under  i year 

All  Causes : — 

5 

I 

... 

... 

6 

2 

2 

... 

2 

12 

Asphyxia 

I 

I 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

... 

... 

1 

I 

I 

3 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

2 

2 

. ■ • 

2 

Congenital  Heart 

I 

I 

. , , 

I 

Infantile  Convutsions  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

I 

Infective  He[)atitis 

• • • 

I 

• • • 

I 

Prematurity 

2 

I 

... 

3 

... 

... 

3 

The  Infant  Mortality  figure  for  1953  is  +3  per  1,000  live  births. 
This  is  an  increase  of  7 per  1,000  on  the  figure  for  1952,  and  is  16 
per  1,000  more  than  the  rate  for  the  country  as  a whole. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. — The  number  of  live  births  registered  during  the  year  was 
282.  Of  these,  137  were  males  and  145  females.  The  birth  rate  per 
t,ooo  of  the  population  is  13.9  and  is  an  increase  of  0.3  on  the  previous 
year,  and  is  0 7 less  than  the  average  for  the  past  five  years.  The 
adjusted  birth-rate  is  i4’4  per  1,000,  the  comparability  factor  being  1*04. 

Still  Births. — The  still-birth  rate  is  0.0 1 per  thousand  of  the 
population  below  that  of  the  country  as  a whole. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  was  307  of  which  155 
were  males  and  152  females.  The  death-rate  is  15. i per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population,  representing  a decrease  of  0.9  on  the  previous  year. 
The  adjusted  death-rate  is  13.8  per  1,000,  the  comparability  factor  being 
0.91. 

CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS  AND  DEATH 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1953. 

Heart  diseases,  diseases  of  the  vessels  and  cancet  were  again  the 
principal  causes  of  death  in  Colne. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 
for  the  Area. 


Particulars  of  the  Health  Department  Staff  are  set  out  on  page 
this  report. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 
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Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  for  Colne  Corporation 
at  the  Central  Pathological  Laboratory  at  Salus  Street  (^Victoria 
Hospital),  Burnley.  The  undermentioned  bacteriological  examinations 
were  undertaken  during  1953  : — 


Water 

Milk 

Milk  (tubercle  bacilli) 
Ice  Cream  ... 


No.  Examined. 
71 
104 
104 
II 


Total  ...  290 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 


The  Ambulance  facilities  provided  are  adequate  for  the  need  of 
the  district,  and  a full-time  service  is  made  available  to  the  public  by  the 
County  Council  for  medical  and  accident  cases  and  for  the  removal  of 
infectious  cases. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

General — There  are  three  District  Nurses  (one  male)  working  in  the 
area.  These  are  employed  by  the  County  Council, 

Midwives — There  are  three  Midwives,  appointed  by  the  County 
Council,  practising  in  the  area. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics — These  clinics  are  held  at  Bank 
House.  Albert  Road,  Colne,  'he  work  being  administered  by  the 
County  Council. 

The  Sessions  are 

ednesday  ...  ...  10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Thursday  ...  ...  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Thw  Doctor’s  Session  is  on  Wednesday  afternoons, 

2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 
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'I’he  sale  of  Baby  Foods  takes  place  at  the  following  times: — 

Monday,  Wednesday  and  7'hursday  ...  4 p.m.  to  5 p.m. 

Mothers  attending  with  children  may  buy  their  foods  during  the  hours 
the  Welfare  Centre  is  open. 

There  are  two  Health  Visitors  appointed  by  the  County  Council 
visiting  mothers  and  children  in  the  Colne  area. 

The  accommodation  at  the  Welfare  Clinic,  Bank  House,  consists  of 
one  Consulting  Room,  two  Dressing  and  Weighing  Rooms,  a Kitchen 
and  a large  Waiting  Room. 

THK  ARTIFICIAL  SUNLIGHT  CLINIC. 

Sessions  are  held  at  Bank  House  on  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday 
from  9 a.m.  to  10  a.m. 


MINOR  AILMENT  CLINIC, 
clinic  is  held  at  Bank  House  every  morning  from  9 a.m.  to  12-30 

p.m. 

THE  ORTHOPEDIC  CLINIC. 

This  is  held  at  Carr  Road,  Nelson,  and  visits  are  arranged  on 
Tuesday  and  Friday,  by  appointment. 


THE  DENTAL  CLINIC. 

The  Dental  Clinic  at  Bank  House  is  open  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  both  mornings  and  afternoons.  The  work  is  administered  by 
the  County  Council. 


THE  TUBERCULOSIS  DISPENSARY. 

The  'ruberculosis  Dispensary  is  conducted  at  the  Reedyford 
Hospital,  Nelson. 


I'he  number  of  patients  on  the  register  at  December  31st  was  99, 
viz  : — 


Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


34  15 

43  7 


Males  ... 
Females 


Total 


77 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES  CLINICS. 

These  are  provided  by  the  District  Hospital  Management  Committee, 
as  follows : — 

Victoria  Hospital,  Burnley. 

Males  ...  Tuesday  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Friday  5 p.m.  to  7 p.m. 

Females  ...  Tuesday  5 p.m.  to  7 p.m. 

h'riday  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Royai,  Infirmary,  Blackburn. 

.Males  ...  Wednesday  5 p.m.  to  7 p.m. 

Thursday  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

P'emales  ...  Monday  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Monday  5 p.m.  to  7 p.m. 

HOSPITALS. 

The  Hospital  Services  for  Colne  are  administered  by  the  Burnley 
and  District  Hospital  Management  Committee,  and  action  is  taken  by 
them  to  secure  adequate  hospital  treatment  for  the  varying  needs  of  the 
people. 

REMOVAL  TO  SUITABLE  PREMISES  OF  PERSONS 
IN  NEED  OF  CARE  AND  ATTENTION. 

(Under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  .A.cts,  1948  and  1951.) 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS, 
ILLEGITIMATE  INFANTS,  AND  HOMELESS  INFANTS. 

Unmarried  mothers  and  children  are  catered  for  in  .Mother  and 
Baby  1 lomes  administered  by  the  County  Council  or  Voluntary  Societies. 

Deprived  children  are  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Children’s 
Committee. 

IN.STITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  CARE  OF 
THE  MENTALLY  DEFECTIVE. 

This  work  is  supervised  by  the  County  Council. 

ANTE-NATAL  AND  POST-NATAL  CARE. 

The  Health  Visitors  attend  the  Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Clinics 
and  CO  ordinate  the  work  of  the  Maternity  Home  and  the  Maternity  and 
Child  W eliare  Centre.  They  make  irequeuthome  visits  to  keep  in  touch 
with  as  many  expectant  mothers  as  possible. 

.\  great  deal  of  unnecessary  discomfoi t and  ill-health  is  borne  by 
sensitive  women  who  have  a mistaken  belief  that  such  suffering  is  an 
inevitable  accompaniment  of  childbirth. 


There  is  now  no  reason  why  such  suffering  should  continue  after 
childbirth.  Opportunity  is  given  for  free  private  consultations  at  the 
Clinic  for  all  mothers.  'I'he  best  lime  for  this  is  about  six  weeks  after 
the  birth  of  the  child. 

I again  repeat  the  need  for  emphasis  on  the  value  of  post-natal 
examinations.  At  the  present  time  too  great  a difference  exists  between 
the  number  of  ante-natal  examinations  and  post-natal  examinations. 

INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  MOTHERS 
OR  CHILDREN. 

I'HE  CHRISTIANA  HARTLEY  MATERNITY  HOME, 
BAR  ROW  FORD  ROAD. 

The  Christiana  Hartley  Maternity  Home  and  Ante-natal  Clinic  in 
Barrowford  Road,  serves  the  Boiough  of  Colne  and  the  neighbouring 
districts  of  the  County  of  Lancaster. 

The  accommodation  available  consists  of  fourteen  maternity  beds 
and  two  isolation  beds.  The  Maternity  block  contains  two  labour  wards, 
sterilization  room,  nursery,  and  duty  room.  'I'here  is  also  an  Ante-natal 
Clinic,  Observation  Block,  Kitchen  and  Laundry. 

I'he  accommodation  in  the  Home  has  been  very  fully  occupied.  It 
appears,  from  the  number  of  applicants  refused  admission,  to  fall  short 
of  the  actual  need. 

Experience  has  shown  the  need  for  additional  single  rooms  for  the 
proper  nursing  of  special  types  of  cases,  e.g.,  difficult  labours,  post 
eclampsia,  heart  conditions,  cx'sarean  section  and  premature  births,  and 
particularly  for  the  provision  of  ante-natal  beds. 

PREMATURE  INFANTS. 

Premature  infants  are  retained  in  the  Maternity  Home  until  their 
progress  is  equal  to  that  of  a child  born  at  full  term  pregnancy.  There- 
after bi-weekly  visits  are  made  by  the  Health  Visitors. 

Premature  babies  born  at  home  are  admitted  to  the  Maternity  Home 
or  hospital  if  the  home  conditions  are  unsuitable.  'The  midwife  has  access 
to  special  equipment  maintained  at  the  Divisional  Health  Offices  for 
premature  babies  should  it  be  necessary. 

THE  ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC,  CHRISTIANA  HARTLEY 
MATERNITY  HOME,  BARROWFORD  ROAD. 

Sessions  are  held  bi-weekly  on  Wednesday  and  Friday  afternoons  for 
patients  seeking  admission  to  the  Home.  In  addition,  sessions  are  held 
on  Monday  afternoons  by  the  County  Midwives. 

'The  Clinic  is  situated  to  the  East  of  the  main  building  of  the  Home, 
from  which  it  is  entirely  separate.  'The  accommodation  consists  of 
Waiting  Room  and  Sanitary  Accommodation,  Dressing  Cubicles, 
Laboratory  and  two  Consulting  Rooms. 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

’]’here  \ver(i  no  maternal  deaths  in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 

Table  showing  the  total  number  of  births  and  stillbirths,  and  the 
total  number  of  maternal  deaths  for  the  last  ten  years. 


Year. 

Totals  including;  Couuty 
Cases  and  other  Areas. 

Borough  of  Colne  only. 

No.  of 
Births. 

No.  of 
Maternal 
Deaths. 

No.  of 
Births. 

Maternal 

Deaths. 

1944 

40  I 

I 

296 

I 

1945 

499 

2 

288 

I 

1946 

672 

— 

37' 

— 

1947 

741 

422 

1948 

657 

1 

357 

I 

1949 

602 

316 

— 

1950 

396 

— 

278 

— 

1951 

397 

— 

278 

— 

1952 

367 

— 

259 

— 

1953 

369 

— 

202 

CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

(Under  Part  VII  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936). 

The  welfare  of  children  has  long  been  the  concern  and  interest  of 
this  local  authority  and,  in  spite  of  the  powers  to  act  being  transferred  to 
the  County  Council,  the  interest  is  always  present. 

Information  of  cases  of  neglect  or  cruelty,  or  both,  reaches  the 
Department  through  very  many  channels.  These  are  usually  School 
Nurses,  Health  Visitors,  Teachers,  Attendance  Officers,  and  on  many 
occasions  through  neighbours,  .‘\11  rumours  or  rrp^rts  are  investigated. 
Warnings  are  issued  if  necessary  and  close  watch  is  kept  on  the  case 
or  cases.  If  all  this  fails  to  produce  the  desired  effect,  the  N.S.P.C.C. 
Inspector  is  communicated  with,  and  he  visits  the  house.  Usually,  this 
has  a salutary  effect.  In  all  cases  where  warnings  have  been  issued 
or  there  has  been  a suspicion  of  neglect  close  supervision  is  maintained. 

DAY  NURSERIES. 

There  are  two  Day  Nurseries  under  the  administration  of  the 
County  Council. 

The  one  at  North  Valley  Road  accommodates  7b  children,  and  that 
at  Haverholt  49  children. 

Newtown  Nursery  School  opened  during  the  Spring  of  1951,  accom- 
modates 40  children,  and  is  under  the  control  of  the  Education  Authority. 

These  Nurseries  have  been  fully  occupied. 


List  of  Local  Acts,  Special  Local  Orders, 
General  Adoptive  Acts  and  Bye-laws 
in  force  in  the  District. 

Colne  and  .Marsden  Local  Board  Act,  i88i. 

Colne  Corporation  Act,  1897. 

Colne  Corporation  Act,  1905. 

Colne  Corporation  Act,  1921. 

Colne  Corporation  Act,  1933 

Lancashire  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act,  i95J. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890.  (Except  Sections  16  to  27, 
32.  33.  36  and  47  repealed  by  P.H.A.  1936). 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890.  (Except  Sections  5 to  15 
and  17  repealed  by  P.H.A.  1936). 

Local  Government  Boards  Provisional  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  14) 
Act,  1903. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (Sections  17  22,  81,  85,  86 
and  94). 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Part  2 (Except  Section  20  repealed  by  P.H.A. 
1936). 

Housing  of  the  Rural  Workers  Scheme  approved  by  the  Minister  of 
Health,  12th  February,  1929,  as  amended  by  Housing  (Rural 
Workers)  Act,  1942. 

Borough  of  Colne  (Offensive  I’rades)  Confirmation  Order,  1932. 

The  Colne  (Fish  and  Greengrocery  Shops)  Weekly  Half-day  Holiday 
Order,  1946. 

Stationers’  and  Booksellers’  Exemption  Order,  1913. 

Closing  Order  for  Butchers’  Shops,  1921. 

The  Colne  (Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops)  Weekly  Half  Holiday  Order, 

1939- 

The  Colne  (Food)  Order,  1950. 

BYE-LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS:— 

New  Streets,  1925. 

Bye-laws  with  respect  to  Common  Lodging  Houses,  1908. 

„ „ „ Houses-let-in  Lodgings,  1925. 

,,  ,,  .,  Private  Slaughterhouses,  1908. 

Public  Slaughterhouse  Bye-laws,  1933. 

„ „ (Regulations),  1932. 

Bye-laws  with  respect  to  Offensive  Trades,  1934. 

„ „ „ „ Fouling  of  Footways  by  Dogs,  1936. 

Building  Bye-laws,  1939. 

Bye-laws  made  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for 
securing  the  observance  of  Sanitary  and  Cleanly  Conditions  and 
Practices  in  connection  with  the  Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery 
ol  Food  and  Sale  of  Food  in  the  Open  Air,  1950. 
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Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious 
and  other  Diseases. 


Apart  from  Measles,  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  during  the 
year  was  low,  the  total  cases  notified  being  429  (excluding  Tuberculosis). 
'Phere  were  356  Measles,  the  majority  of  which  occurred  in  the  period 
from  February  to  May,  37  Whooping  Cough,  21  Pneumonia,  13  Scarlet 
Fever,  i Meningococcal  Infection,  and  i Krysipelas.  Five  deaths  occur- 
red from  Pneumonia,  relative  to  the  cases  notified.  One  male  child,  aged 
4 months,  died  from  Infantile  Convulsions  due  to  Whooping  Cough.  'Phis 
case  had  not  been  notified. 

Smallpox. — The  vaccinated  population  in  Colne  is  far  too  low.  It 
invites  a serious  state  of  affairs  should  an  epidemic  break  out.  I strongly 
recommend  parents  to  have  their  babies  vaccinated  as  early  as  possible 
after  birth. 


IMMUNISATION  CLINIC. 

Diphtheria. — Clinics  for  active  immunisation  against  Diphtheria 
are  held  at  the  School  Clinic  at  Bank  House. 

Diphtheria  Toxoid  Alum  Precipitated  is  the  prophylactic  used. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

Accommodation  is  provided  by  the  Burnley  and  District  Hospital 
Management  Committee  for  all  cases  of  infectious  disease.  Practically 
all  cases  are  admitted  to  Marsden  Road  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 
On  rare  occasions,  when  accommodation  is  not  available  at  this  hospital, 
other  hospitals  in  the  group  are  used. 

Altogether,  17  Colne  patients  suffering  from  infectious  diseases 
were  admitted  to  hospital  during  the  year. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 
NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1953. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the 
Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  with  reference  to  persons 
suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  employed  in  the  milk  trade. 

New  cases  and  mortality  during  1953. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

1 

Age  Periods. 

Pulm 

on  ary 

Non-Pulmonary 

I 

Pulm 

1 

onary 

' 

Non-Pulmonary 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

' Male 

Female 

M ale 

P'emale 

0 years 

... 

I 

... 

... 

2 

... 

... 

5 

2 

10  

... 

... 

... 

I 

15  

... 

2 

I 

20  

2 

I 

• 

' 

25  

I 

I 

1 

35  

2 

2 

• * • r 

1 

45  

... 

... 

... 

... 

I 

55  

3 

I 

I 

I 

65  

... 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

75  and  upwards  .... 

... 

... 

... 

10 

- 1 

_ . 1 

I 

1 

2 

1 

4 

2 

I 

7 1 

3 

3 

The  notification  of  Tuberculosis  is  reasonably  efficient. 


The  ratio  of  non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  Tuberculosis 
deaths  is  i ; 6. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
For  the  Year  Ended  3Jst  December,  1953. 


Dr.  R.  E.  Robinson, 

iMedical  Officer  of  Health, 
Borough  of  Colne. 


Dear  Sir, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  on  the  state  of  the  Sanitary 
Services  of  the  Borough  in  the  year  1953.  A critical  examination  of 
the  statistics  will  show  that,  although  the  activities  of  sanitary  inspectors 
touch  the  lives  of  the  town’s  people  at  many  different  points,  it  is  often 
so  slight  a touch  that  our  intentions  are  sometimes  not  taken  seriously. 
Failure  to  follow-up  a discussion  or  a recommendation  is  not  due  to  a 
change  of  opinion  or  loss  of  enthusiasm,  but  for  lack  of  just  another  pair 
of  hands  and  feet.  I hope  this  lack  of  sufficient  inspectorial  staff  will  be 
remedied  soon,  because  it  creates  the  appearance  that  we  work  to  whim 
or  “ fashion  ” ; last  year,  food  hygiene  ; this  year,  smokeless  air ; and 
next  year  perhaps,  housing.  This  is  not  the  impression  we  desire,  but 
rather  do  we  seek  to  have  our  work  viewed  as  a movement  to  improve 
every  aspect  of  our  way  of  life  and  to  secure  more  gracious  living  in  our 
larger  leisure.  The  p)ublic  quite  rightly  expects  a standard  far  above  what 
satisfied  them  20  years  ago.  We  are  trying  to  provide  such  a standard, 
but  with  two-thirds  of  the  inspectorate  we  had  at  that  time,  it  is  nearly 
impossible.  Though  this  may  not  be  catastrophic,  it  means  that  instead 
of  being  leaders  of  informed  opinion  we  are  perforce,  reluctant  followers. 


For  many  people  that  elementary  need,  a house,  is  still  of  paramount 
importance.  Some  have  none  at  all,  some  are  sharing  a house,  some  are 
even  building  their  own.  Others  have  a house  which  lacks  modern 
conveniences  and,  quite  properly,  they  desire  to  obtain,  for  themselves 
and  their  family,  one  which  meets  their  wishes.  Finally,  agreat  multitude 
of  men,  women  and  children,  between  one  and  two  millions  at  least,  exist, 
and  are  likely  to  remain  for  many  years,  in  the  utmost  squalor  in 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  slum  houses  throughout  the  country. 


Housing  has  been  likened  to  a crusade,  and  certainly  a Lion  Heart 
is  needed  when  we  consider  that  Colne,  a small  town  of  20,000  people, 
will  have  slums  for  twenty  years  or  more,  unless  the  rate  of  building  can 
be  substantially  accelerated  and  much  greater  emphasis  placed  on  slum 
clearance. 
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It  is  not  that  those  of  us  who  have  to  deal  with  slum  houses  just 
dislike  their  appearance,  or  the  place  where  they  are  built.  But  because 
a home  in  good  repair;  with  hot  and  cold  water  to  keep  the  house,  and 
those  who  live  there  clean  ; a water  closet  which  is  situated  in  the  house 
or  near  it,  not  shared  with  another  family  ; and  a proper  system  of  storage 
and  collection  of  refuse  is  the  foundation  of  a happy  and  healthy 
communit\ . 

We  urge  the  provision  of  decent  and  well-kept  school  toilets  and 
facilities  for  handwashing,  believing  that  the  formation  of  good  habits  is 
important.  'J'he  law  requires  similiar  conveniences  in  factories  and  shops, 
but  their  provision  is  often  greeted  with  misuse  and  even  wanton 
destruction.  'Fhis  is  perhaps  not  so  surprising  when  we  remind  ourselves 
that  many  homes  have  no  hot  water,  scanty  light  to  distinguish  between 
clean  and  dirty,  and  disrepair  inside  and  out,  is  the  usual  stale  of  things. 
When  we  rid  ourselves  of  slum  houses,  low  standards  of  behaviour  should 
go  too,  but  in  the  meantime,  every  sanitary  service  for  the  health,  comfort 
and  convenience  of  the  people  is  needed  at  concert  pitch.” 

I am  indebted  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Com- 
mittee for  their  support  and  to  you.  Sir,  for  your  understanding, 
encouragement  and  co-operation. 

My  thanks  are  again  due  to  the  Chief  Officials  and  staffs  of 
other  departments  for  tlieir  assistance  during  the  vear,  and  especially  to 
the  staff  of  this  department  for  their  loyally  at  all  times. 

I am, 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  CAYTON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances. 

WATF.R  SUPPLY. 


TOWN’S  WATER: 

'Phe  town’s  water  is  obtained  from  a catchment  area  of  780  acres 
near  at  hand  on  Emmott  Moor  wliicli  feeds  the  Laneshaw  Reservoir 
and  has  a capacity  of  75  million  gallons. 

The  reservoir  is  well  situated,  858  feet  above  Ordnance  Datum. 

Corn  Close  Borehole,  with  pumping  plant,  was  completed  in  1937. 
The  capacity  of  the  borehole  is  40,000  gallons  per  hour. 

The  supply  is  adequate  and  of  excellent  quality,  giving  satisfactory 
bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses. 

The  following  examinations  were  made  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Raw  Water  ...  ...  ...  Bacteriological  Examinations  12 

Chemical  Analy.ses  ...  ...  2 

(b)  Water  going  into  supply,  where 

treatment  is  installed  ...  Bacteriological  Examinations  83 

Chemical  Analyses  ...  ...  12 

Chlorination  plant  installed  in  the  Laneshaw  Filter  House  during 
1942,  treats  both  the  low  level  and  high  level  supplies. 

Filtration  is  carried  out  by  Bell  and  Candv  mechanical  pressure 
filters. 

The  complete  battery  of  eight  filters  has  been  reconditioned.  Each 
filter  has  been  stripped  and  emptied  and  new  collecting  pipes  and  the 
newest  type  of  collecting  nozzles  have  been  installed.  New  sand  has 
been  used  to  refill  the  filters. 

Twelve  samples  have  been  analysed  for  plumbo-solvency,  and  the 
analyst  states  that  plumbo-solvent  action  is  negligible. 

Mains  extensions  to  new  housing  sites  have  been  laid.  .A  iif-w 
trunk  main  (15  inches)  has  been  completed.  Reservicing  work  under 
an  assisted  scheme  has  given  improved  supplies  to  mimeious  houses. 

,\11  filters  from  the  open  service  reservoir  at  Bents  have  been 
reconstructed  at  a cost  of  ;^3,ooo. 

No.  of  houses,  including  business  premises,  with  piped  supplies  : — 

Direct  from  mains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8,051 

Metered  Supplies  (Business  premises)  ...  ...  265 

There  are  no  supplies  by  means  of  standpipe. 
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TEMPORARY  AND  PERMANENT  HARDNESS  OK  WATER 

FOR  COLNE,  1953. 


Parts  per  hundred  thousand 

min. 

max. 

High  Level 

Temporary  ... 

3-6 

5-5 

High  Level 

Permanent 

3-2 

3-5 

Total 

6.8 

9.0 

Low  Level 

T emporary 

2.0 

2.5 

Low  Level 

Permanent 

4-2 

4-3 

Total 

6.2 

6.8 

PRIVATE  WATER 

SUPPLIES: 

Fifty-six  samples  were  taken  from  private  supplies  during  the 
year  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  The  results  obtained 
were  classified  as  follows 


Presumptive  Coliform  Count 


Class  I 

Highly  satisfactory 

per  100  m . 1 . of  raw  water 

Less  than  i 

Number. 

32 

Class  II 

Satisfactory 

1-2 

2 

Class  in 

Suspicious 

3-10 

6 

Class  IV 

Unsatisfactory  but  tolerable 
in  the  circumstances 

11-50 

5 

Class  V 

Unfit  supplies 

over  50 

1 1 

Generally  these  supplies  feed  isolated  farmsteads  and  cottages, 
now  54  in  number.  Most  of  these  have  been  sampled  annually  for  the 
past  five  years  and  taken  together  these  give  a fairly  accurate  assessment 
of  the  quality  of  each  supply. 

Where  necessary,  occupiers  and  owners  are  urged  to  give  particular 
attention  to  copings,  lining,  and  covering  of  wells  and  tanks,  or  the 
substitution  of  jointed  pipes  for  open-jointed  field  drains,  in  order  to 
improve  the  quality  of  their  supply. 

Repairs  or  renewal  of  fittings  were  carried  out  in  several  instances. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

There  are  approximately  40  miles  of  sewers  within  the  area. 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


The  arrangements  for  sewage  disposal  are  concentrated  at  the 
Sewage  Purification  Works  in  Burnley  Road.  The  plant  and  methods 
of  treatment  have  again  been  satisfactory  during  the  year,  and  the 
standard  has  been  maintained  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Lancashire  Rivers 
Board.  A small  laboratory  is  used  for  the  testing  of  sewage  and  effluents. 

The  pilot  treatment  plant  has  continued  in  operation.  The  results 
obtained  will  provide  data  for  improvement  scheme  to  the  main  works. 
Sewer  extensions  have  been  carried  out  to  new  houses.  The  extension 
of  the  sewerage  system  to  the  less  remote  areas  where  a water  supply  is 
already  available,  would  be  a scheme  worthy  of  consideration.  The 
replacement  ot  pail  closets  with  clean  water  closets  would  follow 
naturally  and  be  of  lasting  benefit  to  those  concerned. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 


The  Lancashire  Rivers  Board  is  responsible  for  the  supervision  and 
protection  of  the  rivers  and  streams  in  the  area  and,  where  necessary 
their  attention  is  directed  to  cases  of  river  pollution.  No  cases  have 
been  reported  during  the  year. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 


There  were  69  pail  closets  and  41  tanks  or  privies  still  in  use  in  the 
area  at  the  end  of  the  year.  In  most  of  these  cases  there  is  an 
adequate  supply  of  water,  but  no  sewer  available.  Conversions  to  the 
water  carriage  system  would  necessitate  the  provision  of  a septic  tank  and 
filter,  but  due  care  should  be  taken  before  installations  are  carried 
out,  to  ensure  that  land  and  ditches  are  not  fouled  by  the  effluents. 

The  conversion  of  77  waste-water  closets  into  fresh  water  closets  has 
been  carried  out  during  the  year  under  review.  The  Corporation  grant 
of  per  conversion  was  made  in  each  instance. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  still  approximately  3,065  waste- 
water  closets  within  the  Borough.  Their  conversion  is  the  greatest  out- 
standing sanitary  improvement. 

Conversions  and  additions  in  1953  : — 


Waste  W.Cs  to  fresh  W.Cs 
Waste  W.Cs  abolished 
Tank  Closets  to  fresh  W.Cs 
Pail  Closets  to  fresh  W.Cs 
Pail  Closets  abolished 
Additional  fresh  W.Cs  provided 
Water  Closets  abolished  ... 


77 

6 


81 
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Various  types  existing  at  the  end  of  1953. 


F.W.Cs 

W.W.Cs 

Tanks 

Pails 

Dwellinghouses 

4718 

3031 

39 

69 

Factories,  Offices 

and  Lock-up  Shops 

900 

13 

— 

— 

Sunday  Schools  and 

Institutions  ... 

<38 

2 

2 

— 

Day  Schools  ... 

132 

9 

— 

— 

Public  Buildings, 

Offices,  etc.  ... 

142 

10 

Totals  ... 

6030 

30^5 

41 

69 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Refuse  is  collected  from  (approximately  7520)  bins  at  houses  and 
other  buildings,  and  is  transported  in  four  “ Karrier  ” Bantam  refuse  collec- 
tion vehicles. 

Refuse  disposal  is  mainly  by  controlled  tipping  at  Holt  House. 
Some  material  is  burnt  at  the  Refuse  Destructor  in  a four-cell  furnace  of  < 
the  top-feed  type. 

A Salvage  Scheme  has  been  in  operation  since  1940,  and  up  to  the  ' 
end  of  March,  1954,  7526  tons  of  material  at  a value  of  £^o,ggt)  had  been 
recovered  and  sold.  I 

Kitchen  waste  is  sold  raw  and  is  heat-treated  by  the  customer  before 
being  used  as  animal  food. 

Street  cleansing  is  carried  out  by  a “ Karrier  ” Motor  Sweeper  and 
collectors,  working  on  the  “beat”  system  with  “Orderly”  trucks. 

Gullies  are  emptied  by  a Karrier  “Yorkshire”  Gully  Emptier. 
Septic  tanks  are  emptied  at  owners’  request  and  cost,  by  the  same  means. 
There  are  no  cesspools  to  be  cleansed  as  a rate  borne  charge. 


Pail  closets  are  emptied  by  the  Corporation  at  owners’  request. 

f'his  Service  is  administered  by  the  Borough  Engineer  to  whom  1 
am  indebted  for  most  of  this  information. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  3,219  inspections 

made  during 

year : — 

Houses  re  defects  (complaints,  etc.) 

723 

No.  of 
Premises 

„ re  Infectious  Disease 

W 

„ re  dirty/verminous  conditions 

27 

„ re  Tuberculosis 

1 

,,  inspected  under  Housing  Acts 

90 

„ inspected  re  overcrowding  ... 

3 

„ re  Corporation  house  tenancies 

77 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

9 

Drains  inspected  and/or  tested 

423 

Sewers  inspected  and/or  tested 

8 

Factories  with  Power 

106 

162 

Factories  without  Power 

1 2 

55 

Workplaces  (general) 

I 

Workplaces  (offices)  ... 

2 

Smoke  Observation.s  ... 

144 

48  (factory 

Visits  to  pri'inises  re  smoke  emissions,  etc. 

4b 

chimneys) 

Dairies,  Milkshops  and  iMilk  vehicles 

33 

Bakehouses 

64 

34 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ... 

53 

48 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

27 

18 

Cafe  and  Canteen  premises  ... 

37 

26 

Premises  re  making -up  of  Meat  products  ... 

9 

41 

Other  Food  Shops  and  Warehouses... 

130 

202 

Vdsits  to  Public  Abattoir 

554 

Visits  to  private  slaughterhouses  (includes 
farms  to  inspect  dre.s.sed  i)igs) 

1 1 

Meat  Transport  vehicles 

4 

Visits  re  unsound  food 

43 

Keeping  of  poultry,  animals,  etc. 

5 

Visits  re  Rats  and  Mice 

37 

Rag  Flock  Act 

2 

Offensive  Trades  and  Marine  Stores 

9 

Schools... 

19 

16 

Cinemas 

2 

2 

Public  Sanitary  Conveniences 

54 

10 

Public  Mortuary 

6 

Licensed  Houses 

4 

22 

Re  dumping  of  rubbish  on  wasteland 

7 

Visits  re  water  supplies 

1 1 

Formal  Samples  purchased  ... 

37 

Informal  ,,  „ 

75 

28 


Bacteriological  Samples — (a)  Water...  ...  71 

„ M (b)Milk 104 

„ ,,  (c)  Ice  Cream  ...  ii 

Biological — Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 

Milk  samples  for  Phosphatase  Test  ...  3 

„ „ ,,  Turbidity  Test  ...  ...  4 
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ADDITIONAL  SPECIAL  VISITS. 

Rodent  Operative : No.  of  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  628 

Disinfecting  and  Stoving  after  Infectious  Disease- Houses  «...  20 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  -Hospital  Ward  i 

Number  of  Beds  Disinfected  by  Steam  (Including  Bedding)  ...  3 


TABLE  OF  NUISANCES  RECORDED  AND  ABATED. 


Number  of  complaints  received  ... 

188 

n 

„ informal  notices  served 

no 

„ statutory  notices  served 

38 

n 

„ nuisances  discovered  ... 

220 

)> 

„ „ outstanding  from  1952 

83 

)> 

„ „ abated 

238 

>1 

„ „ carried  forward  to  1954  ... 

65 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  & 1948. 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT. 

I.— INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH. 


Premises. 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections  Written 
Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  P'actories  in  which  Sections  1.  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

55 

12 

I 



(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  tlie  Local 
Authority... 

162 

106  5 

_ 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out- workers’  premises)... 



— 

Total 

217 

ij8 

6 

1 

— 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFPXTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Particulars. 

Referred 

which  pro- 
seentions 

Found 

Remedied 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  O 

I 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.  2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.  3)... 

1 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.  4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.  6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.  7) — 

(a)  Insufficient  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

10 

8 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relat- 

ing  to  Outwork) 

2 

2 

— — 

— 

Total  

•5 

13 

— 

— 

— 
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PART  VI I J OF  THE  ACT. 

OUTWORK. 

(.Sections  iio  and  iiii 


Section  no 

.Section  1 1 1 

Nature  of 
\V  oik 

No.  of  out- 
workers in 
August  list 
re(|uire(l  by 
.Sect.  I to 

(>)  (c) 

No.  of  cases 
of  default  in 
sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  ol 
prose- 
cutions for 
failure  to 
supply  lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
wholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecut- 

ions 

Wealing  ap|iarel- 
niakin^,  etc. 

10 

^ — 

— 

_ 

— 

■ - 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

'I'hirty-seven  in.spections  were  made  to  alleged  rat  infested  premi.ses 
by  sanitary  inspectors.  The  technique  advised  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  is  carried  out  in  all  cases  of  infestation. 

During  the  year  628  visits  were  made  by  the  rodent  operative  to 
1 06  infested  premises.  In  several  instances  the  premises  were  treated  on 
more  than  one  occasion  during  the  year,  the  total  number  of  actual 
treatments  being  136.  Twenty-seven  “block”  control  schemes  were  carried 
out. 


d'he  entire  sewer  system  of  the  town  is  now  treated  twice  yearly  for 
the  destruction  of  rats  living  therein.  E.xperience  shows  that  most 
infestations  are  associated  with  defective  sewers  or  drains.  Consequently, 
the  poisoning  of  rats  in  sewers,  though  limited  by  the  fact  that  baiting 
is  only  practicable  at  the  manholes,  materially  reduces  the  number 
of  rats  on  the  surface.  The  results  of  these  sewer  treatments  reveal  a 
decrease  in  the  rat  population  compared  with  earlier  years. 

No  legal  action  was  taken  and  no  notices  were  served  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS. 

Nine  visits  were  paid  during  the  year  to  this  type  of  dwelling. 
No  action  was  necessary. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

I'here  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses  within  the  Borough. 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  offensive  trades  carried  out  in  Colne  are: — 

Tanners  3 ; Leather  Dressers  4. 

These  businesses  have  been  carried  on  without  complaint  during 
the  year. 


SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

Shop  and  office  workers  number  about  eighty  per  cent  of  all 
employed  persons,  other  than  those  engaged  in  industrial  or  domestic 
work.  Tlie  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  the  Shops  Acts  are 
deliberately  framed  to  promote  the  health  and  well-being  of  this  group 
of  workers,  but,  although  a total  of  215  inspections  were  made  to  shops, 
and  2 to  offices,  there  is  still  a vast  amount  of  inspectorial  work  to  be 
done  in  the  matter  of  temperature,  lighting  and  ventilation,  sanitary 
accommodation  and  hours  of  employment  in  shoj)S.  The  number  of 
offices  is  virtually  unknown. 

New  legislation  covering  Health,  Welfare  and  Safety  in  Non- 
Industrial  Employment  is  to  be  expected  in  the  near  future  as  a result  of 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  enquiry  set  up  in  1946  under  the 
Chairmanship  of  Sir  Ernest  Gowers. 

Seven  informal  notices  were  .served,  2 of  these  being  in  respect 
of  the  display  of  notices  under  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Acts. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1950,  SECTION  38  (2)  and  (6). 

Four  Certificates  of  Exemption  were  granted  in  respect  of  a block 
of  4 lock-up  shops,  exempting  the  occupiers  from  the  provision  of 
additional  and  separate  sanitary  accommodation.  In  another  case  a 
Certificate  of  Exemption  was  withdrawn  owing  to  changing  circumstances. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1950,  SECTION  38  (4)  and  (6). 

A Certificate  of  Exemption  was  granted  in  respect  of  a lock-up  shop, 
exempting  the  occupier  from  the  provision  of  separate  washing  facilities. 

CLOSING  OF  SHOPS. — Seventeen  inspections  were  made  alter 
closing  hours,  and  it  was  noted  that  the  regulations  were  generally 
being  observed. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  SHOPS  WITHIN  THE  BOROUGH. 


Arts  and  Crafts 

I 

Lending  Library 

I 

Brushmaker  ... 

I 

Music  Dealer  ... 

2 

Butchers 

39 

Needlecraft  and  Knitting  Wool 

s 2 

Builders’  Merchants  and 

Newsagents  and 

Fire-range  Dealers 

5 

Booksellers 

23 

Cabinet  Makers  and  Upholsterers  3 

Painters  and  Decorators 

17 

Chemists 

9 

Pet  Shops  and  Aquaria 

4 

doggers  and  Boot  and 

Photographers  ... 

I 

Shoe  Repairs  and  Sales  ... 

24 

Picture  Framers 

2 

Confectioners,  Cafes... 

30 

Plumbers 

12 

Cycle  t't  Motor  Cycle  Dealers 

3 

Printers... 

5 

Dry  Cleaners ... 

4 

Sports  Outfitters 

I 

Fancy  Goods  ... 

I 

Sweets  ... 

16 

Fish  Friers  ... 

18 

Tailors  and  Outfitters ... 

14 

Florists 

4 

Tobacconists  ... 

3 

French  Polishers 

I 

Toys 

2 

P'uneral  Service 

I 

Tripe  Sellers  ... 

I 

Furnishers  (House)  ... 

14 

Wardrobe  Dealers 

4 

Gas  Appliances 

I 

Wine  and  Spirit  Merchants  ... 

2 

Garages 

IS 

Wireless  and  Electrical  Equip. 

13 

General  Store 

I 

Glass  and  China  Ware 

2 

504 

Greengrocers... 

20 

Grocers  and  Mixed  ... 

1 16 

Vacant  Shops  ... 

40 

Hairdressers  (Ladies) 

13 

» (Men) 

14 

544 

Herbalists 

I 

Ironmongers  and 

Market  Hall : 

Hardware  ...  ...  ' ... 

5 

.Shops 

17 

Jewellers  and  Opticians 

3 

Stalls  ... 

76 

Ladies’  and  Children’s 

Cafes  ... 

3 

Wear  and  Drapery 

29 

Vacant 

Leather  and  Grindery 

I 

96 


Grand  Total  ...  ...  ...  640 


Licences  were  granted  to  the  proprietors  of  four  Pet  Shops,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 


CAMPING  SITES. 

No  applications  were  received  for  the  use  of  sites  in  the  area  for 
camping  purposes,  but  licences  were  issued  in  respect  of  two  individual 
caravans. 
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SMOKF.  ABATEMENT. 

One  hundred  and  forty-four  smoke  observations  were  made  and  in 
three  instances  it  was  found  necessary  to  report  the  existence  of  a smoke 
nuisance  to  the  management  of  the  firms  concerned.  Evening  Classes 
in  Boiler  House  Practice  were  again  conducted  at  Colne  Technical 
School,  and  have  been  attended  by  engineers  and  stokers.  Visits  of 
inspection  to  boiler  plants  in  the  district  have  been  made  in  conjunction 
with  these  classes.  Mr.  A.  Pearson  has  conducted  the  theoretical 
training  and  arranged  the  visits. 

INVESTIGATION  OF  ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

An  Atmospheric  Deposit  Gauge  was  installed  on  a site  at  the  rear  of 
the  Public  Library  on  INIarch  ist.  The  results  of  analyses  of  tlie  monthly 
deposits  are  indicated  below. 


MONTH 

WATF.K 
inches  rain 

Tons  per  sep  mile 

loT.vi.  Waikk 
Insoluble  .Matter 

Total  Watkk. 
Soluble  Matter 

Total  .Solids 

.Match 

1-50 

811 

548 

‘3 ’.59 

April 

a Oj 

5-74 

b-26 

12  00 

May 

1 46 

712 

3- 18 

10-30 

June 

3-3  > 

5'79 

468 

10-47 

July 

5 00 

5-27 

dc 

1 1 09 

August 

5-48 

445 

4-96 

0-41 

September 

3-82 

5-7. 

3-97 

c)-68 

Octobei 

ts) 

cc 

4-89 

4-14 

9 03 

November 

4 06 

4-52 

5-23 

9-75 

December 

i'93 

>•4' 

5 '44 

10-85 

Total  for 

10  months 

3'-87 

5701 

49-if. 

lOb- 1 7 

.Monthly 

Average 

319 

5-70 

492 

lO-b2 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

There  are  no  privately  owned  swimming  baths  or  pools  open  to 
the  public.  The  Corporation  owns  Public  Baths  and  Swimming  Pools, 
which  were  opened  in  1009. 
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They  consist  of  the  following  : — 

An  adult  swiiniuing  pool,  children’s  swimming  pool,  shower  and 
foot  baihs,  with  dressing  cubich's,  sanitary  accommodation,  and  seats 
for  spectators.  There  is  also  a series  of  medicated  baths. 

'Fhe  water  is  frequently  tested  by  the  Baths  Department  to  ensure 
satisfactor)'  conditions.  I hree  samples  taken  by  the  Health  Department 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

DISINFESTATION. 

Disinfestation  is  here  taken  to  include  all  insects  and  parasites. 

Private  houses  are  inspected  and  disinfested  upon  complaint  of 
infestation  from  the  owner  or  occupier,  and  spraying  and  dusting  is 
carried  out  according  to  circumstances  including  removal  of  wallpaper  in 
.severe  bug  infestations.  Such  cases  are  rare. 


The  following  treatments  were  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  : — 


No.  of 

Insecticide  Used 

— 

Type  of  Premises 

No.  of 
Premises 

treatments 
carried  out 

D.D.T.  in  : 
Kerosene 

‘Gamniexane’ 

Spray 

‘Gammexane’ 

Smoke 

Generators 

Council  Houses 

4 

3 

I 

— 

Other  Houses... 

4 

4 

— 

T 

Bakehouses  ... 

2 

/ 

4 

3 

— 

Cafes  and  Restaurant 
Kitcliens  ... 

I 

_ 

4 

3 

4 

— 

.Schools  

2 

4 

4 

3 

-- 

Other  Premises 

4 

4 

1 

3 

— 

Total 

,6 

1 ^ 

1 

18 

<4 

1 

CoKPOKAi'iON  II0USF..S — Incoming  'Phnants. 

Personal  effects  and  premises  of  prospective  Corporation  tenants  are 
inspected  for  vermin,  and  treatment  arranged  as  may  be  found  necessary. 
The  following  is  a record  of  the  woik  done  in  tiiis  respect : — 

Houses  and  effects  inspected  for  vermin...  ...  ...  72 

Houses  where  vermin  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Disinfestation  treatment  carried  out  by  this  department  i 
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SCHOOLS. 


There  are  15  County  Schools  and  i private  School  within  tlie 
Borough. 

Nineteen  inspections  were  made  during  the  year.  Generally, 
sanitary  and  washing  facilities  leave  much  to  be  desired.  Additions  to 
the  already  insuOicient  washing  facilities,  including  hot  water,  are  essen- 
tial for  the  increasing  number  of  scholars  taking  meals  at  school,  and  for 
reasonable  standards  of  per.sonal  hygiene  to  be  practised. 

I.ICKNSEl)  HOUSES. 

I'here  are  22  Licensed  Houses  within  the  Borough.  Four  inspections 
were  made,  and  generally  the  sanitary  accommodation  was  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

Cleanly  practices  appear  to  be  observed  in  the  washing  of  glasses. 
LETHAL  CHAMBER. 

A lethal  chamber  is  provided  at  Bank  House,  where  injured  or 
unwanted  dogs  and  cats  can  be  painlessly  destroyed  by  electrical  apparatus 
Which  has  the  full  approval  of  the  R.S.F.C.A.  This  service  is  available 
during  normal  office  hours,  on  payment  of  one  shilling  for  each  animal, 
riie  following  animals  have  been  de.stroyed  during  the  year: — 

Dogs  ...  ...  ...  ...  157 

Cats  ...  ...  ...  ...  IQ  I 

Rabbits ...  ...  i 


Total  ...  ...  349 


MORTUARY. 

Arrangements  are  made  in  collaboration  wdth  the  police  for  cleaning 
and  such  attention  as  may  be  required. 
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Housing. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — Houses.  Flats 

(a)  Total  including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  22  34 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  16  34 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities  ...  ...  ...  — — 

(iii)  J^y  other  bodies  and  persons  ...  ...  ...  6 — 

(b)  With  state  assistance  under  the  Housing  Act : — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Total  Number  of  Neiv  f louses  built  by  the  Local  Authority  under  Various 

Acts,  to  the  end  of  iQjyJi. 


(1)  Housing  Act  1919  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

(2)  Housing  Act  1924  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  442 

(3)  Housing  Act  1925,  Part  III  ...  ...  ...  ...  132 

(4)  Housing  Act  1930  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  390 

(5)  Housing  Act  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  250 


1 270 

/.  Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  261 

(b)  The  number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  830 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  sub-head  (i)  (a) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  24 

(b)  The  number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  76 

(3)  Numl)cr  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  .so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  24 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  lit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  128 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  ivithout  service  of 
formal  Notices : — 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  oHicers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ' q6 
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j.  Action  under  Statutory  Pinvers  during  the  year : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  193b 


(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  whicli  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

lb)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners...  ...  — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — * 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  32 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices:  — 

(«)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

((^)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners...  ...  10 

* Refers  only  to  Housing  defects. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  ii  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Demol- 
ition Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936; — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  — 

4.  Housing  Act,  igjd,  Part  IV. — Overcrowding: — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  3 
(Exact  number  unknown). 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dw’elling  therein  ...  ...  ...  5 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  21 
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{h)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 

year  ..  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  + 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  5 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  28^ 


5.  Housing  Act,  ig4g — Pari  II — Improvemeni  Grants. 

Schemes  of  Schemes  of 
private  bodies  local 

or  individuals.  authority. 

(a)  (i)  Number  (jf  Schemes  submitted  : 


(a)  by  private  individuals 

to  local  authority.  3 

(b)  by  local  authority  to 

Ministry  3 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  or 

other  buildings  affected.  3 

{b)  (i)  Number  of  Schemes  approved 

by  Ministry.  3 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  or 

other  buildings  affected.  3 


(iii)  Number  of  additional  separate 
dwellings  to  be  provided  under 

these  approved  Schemes.  — — 

(r)  Number  of  additional  separate 
dwellings  actually  completed 

during  the  year.  — — 

HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

The  average  house  is  stone-built  and  of  good  construction.  The 
prevailing  type  has  two  bedrooms  and  no  modern  conveniences.  These 
can  only  be  obtained  by  taking  bedroom  space.  This  is  only  possible 
where  there  is  a small  family  and  may  be  a limiting  factor. 

Number  of  applicants  for  Corporation  flats  ...  169 

„ „ ,,  Corporation  bungalows  ...  ...  114 

M „ M Corporation  houses  ...  ...  ...  358 

Total  number  of  applicants  for  housing  accommodation.  ...  641 

No.  of  applicants  at  present  sharing  houses  with  other  families  1 39 
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Particulars  of  Housing  Sclicmes  in  hand  or  contemplated  : — 

In  hand  : — Parker  St.  (Scheme  No.  27) — 2 houses  completed,  remaining 

6 houses  almost  completed. 

Sheridan  Rd.  (.Scheme  No.  29) — 44  houses  and  12  flats  under 
construction. 

Contemplated  : — Selby  Street/Back  Barcroft  St. — 14  bungalows. 

Lob  Common  Estate — Approximately  320  dwellings 
to  West  of  new  through  road  connecting  Byron 
Rd. — Castle  Rd.  To  be  carried  out  over  next 
six  years. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

ANALYSIS  OF  FOOD  PREMISES  WITHIN  THE  BOROUGH 


Type  of  Business 

No.  of 
Premises 

Bakers  and  Confectioners,  Cafes  and  Restaurants 

36 

Bakehouses  (not  attached  to  shops) 

+ 

Butchers,  Cooked  Meats  and  Tripe  Sellers 

43 

Chemists 

9 

Egg  Packers 

I 

Factory  and  School  Canteens  and  Snack  Bars 

20 

Fish  Fryers 

18 

Greengrocers  and  Fishmongeis 

24 

Grocers  and  Mixed  (Retail) 

118 

,,  ,,  ,,  (Wholesale) 

4 

Licensed  Houses  and  Clubs 

42 

Potato  Crisp  Manufacturers 

I 

Public  Abattoir 

I 

Storage  Rooms 

I 

Sugar  Confectioners  (Retail) 

18 

,,  ,,  (Wholesale) 

2 

Wine  and  Spirit  Merchants  and  Bottling  Stores 

2 

TOTAL 

344 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS,  1938—50,  SECTION  14. 
REGISTERED  PREMISES. 


'Type  of  Business 

No.  registered 

No.  of  inspect- 
ions during  year 

Fish  Fryers 

18 

27 

Ice  Cream  (Manufacture) 

6 

1 1 

„ „ (Storage  and  Sale) 

42 

42 

I\Ieat  Pie  Makers 

Preparation  and  Manufacture 

34 

64 

of  Meat  Products 

41 

g 

* Premises  for  Storage  of  Food 

I 

TOTALS 

142 

154 

* Registered  uiuler  the  provisions  of  tlie  Lancashire  County 
Council  (General  Powers)  Act,  1951,  Section  14. 


CASE  A. 

Widtli  of  shop  front— 18ft  Oins.  Width  of  footpath  Gft.  9ins.  Height  of  fish  slab — 2fl.  4ins. 


i 

i 

• 

i 

r 

r 

. 4 

CAS1-.  B. 


EXAMPLE  1. 


In  most  cases  the  premises  and  equipment,  and  methods  of  handling 
and  preparing  food  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  The  importance  of 
strict  cleanliness  in  the  handling  of  food  is  stressed  to  all  food  dealers. 
Improvements  were  carried  out  where  necessary,  and  advice  given. 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

Food  & Dkug.s  Acr,  1938,  Section  13  (g),  (h). 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  a grocer  operating  a mixed  business 
in  an  outlying  part  of  the  district.  'I’he  shop  was  heavily  stocked  with  a 
great  variety  of  goods  and  found  to  be  severely  infested  with  mice.  Their 
presence  was  clearly  shown  by  droppings  on  counters  and  shelving  and 
much  damaged  stock.  'I'he  floor  and  countertops  were  thickly  encrusted 
with  fat  and  dirt,  and  more  than  one  hundred  tins,  jars  and  cartons  were 
removed  in  addition  to  bacon  trimmings,  butter  and  confectionery.  'I'he 
case  was  confined  to  lack  of  cleanliness  and  the  question  of  possession 
of  unsound  food  was  excluded. 

'Phe  Bench  found  four  of  five  counts  jiroved  and  imposed  a fine  of 
including  costs.  The  case  was  di'fended  by  a Barrister. 

(Tean  Food  Byei.avv.s  (Clause  4A). 

'Pwo  of  the  twenty-four  greengrocers  and  fishmongers  in  the  town 
declined  to  take  reasonable  steps  to  protect  fish  on  the  slab  from  dust, 
dirt  and  other  sources  of  contamination.  In  Case  A the  shop  front  is 
6'  9"  from  the  roadway  and  in  Case  B it  is  4/  Both  shops  front  the 
main  thoroughfare  through  the  town.  In  the  first  case  the  Bench  accepted 
the  intermittent  u.se  of  a mist  spray  despite  the  fact  that  the  National 
Federation  of  Fishmongers  recommended  a continuous  spray,  if  used  at  all. 

In  the  second  ca.se  the  Bench  accepted  the  occasional  use  of  a 
watering  can  with  a fine  rose  as  a reasonable  precaution  against  “ risk  of 
contamination  ” and  then  added  a verbal  warning  to  the  Defendant  to 
“ take  care,  as  your  shop  is  very  near  the  roadwav.” 


The  photographs  reproduced  on  the  opposite  page  were  taken  about 
one  mile  from  shops  A and  B ilki^strated  opposite  page  40. 
of  trade  is  similar  and  the  total  shop  frontage  is  isft.  31ns.  1 his  tjarter 

acted  on  his  own  initiative  and  removed  his  sash  window 
free  sending  refrigerated  cabinet.  Is  he  in  advance  of  his  day  and 
generation  or  are  the  other  two  lagging  behind  . 
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MILK  SUPPLY. 


I'hirty-three  inspections  were  made  of  the  milkshops  and  dairies 
within  the  Borough,  including  milk  vehicles. 


The  Milk  and  Dairies  Rkdui.aiions,  1949  and  1953  : 
No.  of  registered  distributors  operating  from  : — 

(a)  Dairies  in  the  district 

(b)  Dairy  farms  in  the  district 

(c)  Shops  in  the  district  other  than  dairies 

(d)  Premises  outside  the  district  ... 


...  15 

•••  3 

...  51 
...  6 


The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regui.ations,  1949 
AND  1950 : 

No.  of  dealers’  licences  (including  supplementary  licences)  issued 
by  the  Local  Authority  during  1953,  in  respect  of: — 

(a)  “ Tuberculin 'Bested  ” Milk  (Distribution)  ...  ...  ...  18 

(b)  “ Accredited  ” Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pa.steurlsed  and  Sterilised 
Milk)  Regulations.  1949  and  1950: 

No.  of  licences  issued  in  respect  of  “ heat  treated  ” milk  : — 

Pasteurising  plants  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Sterilising  plants  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Retail  distributors : — 

(a)  “ Pasteurised  ” ...  ...  13 

(b)  “ Sterilised  ” ...  ...  46 

No  refusal  or  revocation  of  licences  for  graded  milk  was  necessary 

during  the  year. 

Sampling  : 


(a)  Raw  Milk. 

(i)  Tuberculosis — biological  tests: — 

No.  of  samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  104  * 

No.  negative  ...  ...  ...  ... 

No.  positive...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^ 

In  two  instances  the  innoculated  pig  died  after  24  hours,  and  no 
result,  therefore,  was  available. 

(ii)  Methylene  Blue  reduction  test:  — 

No.  of  samples  ...  ...  ...  ... 

No.  satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  -2 

No.  un.satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ,2 
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(b)  “Heat  Treated”  Milk. 

(i)  Tuberculosis: — 

No.  of  samples 

“ Pasteurised.” 

(ii)  Phosphatase  test : — 

No.  of  samples 
No.  satisfactory 
No.  unsatisfactory  ... 


Nil 


3 

3 

Nil 


(iii)  Methylene  Blue  reduction  test: — 

No.  of  samples 

“ StERII  ISED.” 

(iv)  Turbidity  test : — 

No.  of  samples 
No.  satisfactory 
No.  unsatisfactory  ... 


Nil 


4 

4 

Nil 


Result  of  Ministry  investigations  by  the  Divisional  Inspector  of  the 
Ministry  of  .Agriculture  and  Fisheries  within  the  district  during  the  year 
arising  from  notifications  of  tuberculosis  milk  made  by  any  local 
authority  : — 

No.  of  veterinary  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  cases  where  animals  seized  under  Tuberculosis 

Order,  1938  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  2 

No.  of  animals  seized  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  cases  reported  negative  where  animals  had  been 

sold  prior  to  investigation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

No.  of  cases  reporterl  negative,  no  animals  sold  ...  ...  Nil 


Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949  and  1950,  Regulation  20. 

In  respect  of  the  4 *'  po'^itive  ” samples,  in  one  instance  the  entire 
herd  had  been  sold  prior  to  Notice  being  scrvijd  on  the  producer,  so  no 
action  was  taken,  owing  to  the  diiriculty  of  tracing  the  herd.  In  another 
ca.se  particulars  were  referred  to  a neighbouring  authority,  in  whose  area 
the  milk  was  {)roduced.  .Notices  were  served  on  the  remaining  two 
producers,  requiring  their  milk  to  be  heat-treated,  until  the  herds  were 
declared  free  from  infection  by  the  Ministry  of  .Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
when  the  Notices  were  withdrawn. 
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ICE  CREAM. 


There  are  on  the  Ice  Cream  register : — 


Manufacturer/ Retailers  6 

Retailers  (Loose  Ice  Cream) 5 

Retailers  (Pre- wrapped) 37 

Mobile  Vehicles 5 


The  manufacturing/retailers  are  small  and  medium  sized  traders 
su[)plying  their  own  needs.  'Phe  hot-mix  method  is  used  in  4 cases, 
and  a complete  cold-mix  in  the  remaining  2 instances. 

Most  retailers  favour  the  sale  of  pre-wrapped  Ice  Cream,  but  registr- 
ations have  decreased  during  .the  year.  Most  of  the  applicants 
have  mixed  businesses  dealing  in  a large  variety  of  other  goods. 

The  5 mobile  vehicles  operating  in  the  Borough  come  from  neigh- 
bouring districts. 

Eleven  informal  samples  were  taken  for  qualit}',  8 of  which  were 
found  to  be  genuine.  7'he  remaining  3 samples  were  found  to  be 
deficient  of  non-fatty  milk  solids  and  fat  in  one  instance,  and  deficient  of 
non-fatty  milk  solids  in  the  other  2 instances.  The  manufacturers  were 
cautioned.  Eleven  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examin- 
ation, and  were  graded  as  follows : — 

Grade  I ...  ...  ...  2 

II  4 

„ III  5 

SNACK  BARS,  CAFES,  CANTEENS  AND  RESTAURANT 

KITCHENS. 

I'hirty-seven  inspections  were  made  during  the  year,  and  generally  the 
premises  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

CLEAN  FOOD  CAMPAIGN. 

Every  opportunity  is  taken  to  sustain  the  campaign  by  speaking  to 
various  socit'ties.  A series  of  illustrated  talks  were  given  l)v  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  in  one  of  two  Secondary  Modern  Schools,  and  these 
were  well  received. 

FOOD  POISONING. 

No  cases  were  reported  during  the  year. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 


Home-Kili.kd  Mf.a  I : 

The  Abattoir  has  been  used  as  a slaughtering  centre  for  Colne, 
Nelson,  Barrowford,  Trawden  and  Foulridge  since  January,  1940.  Since 


the  improvements  took  place  and  the  new  equipment  came  into  full  use 
in  h'ebruary,  1952,  slaughtering  takes  place  in  a more  hygienic  manner. 
Since  mid  1953,  fresh  meat  has  been  sitpplied  to  cover  the  needs  of  Bacup 
and  Rawtenstall.  and  in  all  about  120,000  people  are  catered  for. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  at  the  Abattoir 
during  1953  were: — 


Cows 

Other  Cattle 
Sheep  and  Lambs 
Pigs  


2,404 

2,177 

‘7.490 

3.352 

2,760 


Calves 


Total  ...  28,183 


This  total  shows  an  increase  of  30^  on  the  figure  for  1952. 

In  addition,  1 2 cottagers’  pigs  were  slaughtered  in  private  slaughter- 
houses and  on  own  premises  by  registered  slaughtermen.  All  but  i of 
these  were  inspected. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  AT 
COl.NE  ABA'ITOIR. 


(Including  12  pigs  for  self-suppliers) 


1 Cattle  ex- 
! cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Sc  Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

2177 

2404 

c^ 

0 

i 

17490 

3364 

Number  inspimted 

2177 

2404 

2760 

17490 

3363 

All  diseases  except 
'Puberculosis — 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

I 

2 

30 

26 

1 1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

219 

731 

3 

1564 

173 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than 
Tuberculosis 

10. 1 

30.5 

1.2 

9.1 

5-5 

Tuberculosis  only — 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

7 

48 

9 

Nil 

10 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

197 

709 

I 

Nil 

139 

Percentage  of 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

9-4 

3'-5 

0.4 

Nil 

4.4 

47 


Imported  Meat  : 

The  following  quantity  of  Imported  Meat  was  distributed  from  the 
Abattoir  during  the  year : — 


Total  nett  weight  ...  ii6i  tons  i8  cwts.  i qtr.  8 lbs. 


This  shows  an  increase  of  51  per  cent,  over  the  previous  year 
and  includes  a very  small  proportion  of  home-killed  meat  slaughtered 
at  other  abattoirs  and  forwarded  to  Colne  for  distribution  along  with 
imported  meat  by  the  Wholesale  Meat  Supply  Association. 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  CONDEMNED. 


MEAT  AND  OFFAL;— 

Cattle 

Carcases  (58) 

Portions  of  Beef  (135) 

Heads  (346)... 

Livers  (818)...  \ 

Part  of  Livers  (295) 

Lungs  (932)-" 

Mesenteries  (136) 

Udders  (568) 

Stomachs  (i  15) 

Other*  Offal 

Calves 

Carcases  (39) 

Portions  of  Veal  (i) 

Heads  (39)  j 
Livers  (53)  ? 

Lungs  (45)  ) 

Pigs 

Carcases  (23) 

Portions  of  Pork  (12) 

Heads  {135)... 

Livers  (190)... 

Lungs  (i53)--- 
Other  Offal 


Tons.  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 


II  16  I 7 

3418 

16  II  o 14 


II  I 14 

— — 5 

I 3 6 


9 

I 


2 

3 


8 

23 


14 


20 
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Slil'.Kl’  ANM)  LA^rI{S. 


Carcases  (20) 

— 

7 

1 

27 

Portions  of  Mutton  (i)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

10 

1 leads  (92)  , 

[fivers  (1830'' 

I 

18 

0 

0 

lamgs  (47)  ) 

d'otal 

37 

16 

I 

2 

Tuberculous  .Mlt.\T  condemned  (Included  in 

Tons. 

previous  total) 
Cwts.  Qrs. 

1 : — 

Lbs. 

Cattle 

Carcases  (55) 

II 

7 

3 

26 

Parts  of  Carcases  (57)  ... 

2 

0 

0 

16 

Calve-s 

Carcases  (9)  (Congenital  T.B.) 

— 

3 

0 

26 

Pigs 

Carcases  (10) 

— 

19 

3 

0 

Portions  of  Pork  (i) 

— 

— 

I 

0 

Heads  (127) 

— 

18 

3 

27 

Total 

15 

10 

I 

1 1 

Tuberculosis  Order  of  1938. 


During  the  year,  8 cows  and  i heifer  were  slaughtered  under  the 
above  Order,  at  the  Abattoir.  Inspection  of  the  carcases  and  organs 
was  carried  out  in  conjunction  with  the  Veterinary  Inspector  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  Seven  cows  were  found  to  be 
suffering  from  generalised  tuberculosis  and  the  carcases  and  all  organs 
were  condemned.  One  cow  had  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs,  affd  the  heifer 
had  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  and  uilders.  These  organs  were  condemned, 
but  the  carcases  and  remaining  organs  were  passed  for  human  con- 
sumption. 

Congenital  Tuberculosis. 

In  all  cases  when  this  disease  is  discovered  in  calves  immediate 
notification  is  given  to  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  On  numerous  occasions  during  the  year 
the  dam  has  been  traced  and  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order. 

Disposai,  of  Condemned  Meat  and  Offal. 

Condemned  meat  and  offal  is  disposed  of  by  the  Ministry  of  Food 
through  trarle  channels.  It  is  collected  from  the  Abattoir  every  other 
day,  and  is  used  for  the  manuiacture  of  tallow,  grease,  bone  meal  and 
fertilisers. 
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O'l'HER  FOODS 

A total  of  2+5  ceitificates  were  issued  to  cover  the  following  items 
of  foodstuffs  examined  and  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Apples 

54  Tins 

— 

2 

3 

1 6 

Fruit  Salad 

I „ 

— 

— 

6 

Boiled  Ham 

19  „ 

— 

I 

3 

17 

Pork  

18  „ 

— 

— 

3 

0 

Boneless  Gammon 

I ,, 

— 

— 

14 

Ox  Tongue 

50  .. 

— 

2 

2 

24 

Bacon 

— 

— 

I 

14 

Cod  Fillet 

— 

— 

I 

1 + 

Kippers  ... 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Liquid  Egg 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Imported  Sausages 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Fruit  ... 

815  tins 

\ 

'Tomatoes 

6 „ 

\ 

Beetroot  Fingers 

4^  M 

J 

Luncheon  Meat  and 

/ 

Stewed  Steak 

1 56  picnic  tins 

f 

Fish 

38 

> 

Peas,  Beans,  Carrots 

i 

and  Soups  ... 

465  tins 

\ 

Evaporated  and  Con- 

densed  Milk 

176  tins 

1 

Miscellaneous  571  tins 

jars  and  packets 

/ 

19 

I 

0 

Total 

I 

8 

2 

22 

. ..  . r. 

— 

These  goods  were  taken  to  the  Destructor  Works,  and  burnt  in  the 
incinerator. 

No  special  examinations  of  food  stocks  were  undertaken  during  the 

year. 


ADULTERATION  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

The  Local  .Authority  became  a Food  and  Drugs  Authority  as  from 
October  ist,  1939,  and  the  following  samples  were  purchased  during 

>953:— 

Formal  ; — 


Milk  ... 

* Milk  “ Appeal  to  Cow.” 
Lemon  Curd 


33 

3 

1 
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Informal  : — 


Iced  Lollies  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  15 

Beef  Sausage...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  .••  ii 

Pork  Sausage  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Coffee  ...  ..=  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dried  Sage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Baking  Powder  ...  ...  ...  ...  2. 

Beef  and  Pork  Sausage  ...  ...  ...  2 

Beef  Stew  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Coconut  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Mint  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Shredded  Beef  Suet  ...  ...  ...  2 

Suet  ...  ...  . . ...  ...  ...  2 

Tablejelly  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda  ...  ...  ...  i 

Dried  Parsley  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Lemon  Cheese  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Lemon  Curd  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Mineral  Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Mustard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Sausage  Meat  Spread  ...  ...  ...  i 

'Pomato  Ketchup  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 


I'otal  ...  ...  1 12 


* ‘‘  Appeal  to  Cow  ” samples  are  taken  at  the  time  of  milking  at 
farms  from  which  milk  has  previously  been  sampled  in  course  of  delivery 
to  the  consumer  and  found  below  standard. 

ADULTKRATh:D  SAMPLES. 


Article.  Formal  or  Nature  of  Adulteration.  Observations. 

Informal. 

Milk  Formal  Slightly  deficient  of  Vendor  cautioned.  Further 

non  fatty  milk  solids,  samples  to  be  taken. 
Freezing  point  indic- 
ates small  amount  of 
extraneous  water. 

Lemon  Curd  Informal  lo^  deficient  of  fat.  Label  claimed  the  ingred- 

(fat  3.6^).  Mislead-  ients  included  butter.  The 
ing  label.  quantity  of  Butter  Fat  found 

(less  than  0.2^)  did  not 
justify  the  claim.  Formal 
sample  taken. 


Lemon  Curd  Formal 


Ice  Cream  Informal 


Ice  Cream  Informal 


Ice  Cream  Informal 


Iced  Lollie  Informal 


Iced  Lollie  Informal 
* 

Iced  Lollie  Informal 

Iced  Lollie  Informal 
Iced  Lollie  Informal 
Iced  Lollie  Informal 
Iced  Lollie  Informal 

Beef  Sausage  Informal 


Misleading  label 


Deficient  of  non 
fatty  milk  solids 
and  fat. 

N.F  M.S. 

Fat  4-5^ 

Deficient  of  non 
fatty  milk  solids. 
N.F.M.S.  6.5I 
Deficient  of  non 
fatty  milk  solids. 
N.F.M.S. 

Contained  an 
excessive  amount  of 
copper. 

Copper  ij.sp.p.m. 


Contained  an 
excessive  amount  of 
lead.  Lead  2.0  p.p.m. 


.\s  above.  Case  referred  to 
Ministry  ol  Food  pending 
decision  on  similiar  case  in 
another  local  authority. 
Should  contain  a minimum 
of:_  N.F.M.S  7.5I 
Fat  sZ 

Manufacturer  cautioned, 
do. 


do. 


The  copper  content  should 
not  exceed  10  p.p.m.  A 
further  sample  taken  from 
retail  stock  supplied  by  the 
manufacturer  was  found  to 
be  satisfactory.  Manufact- 
urer investigating  the  cause 
of  the  presence  of  copper. 

The  lead  content  should 
not  exceed  i p.p.m. 


Contained  an 
excessive  amount  of 


do.  Lead  2 4 p.p.m- 
do.  Lead  3.3  p.p.m- 
do.  Lead  2.8  p.p.m. 
do.  Lead 


2.2 


p.p.m. 


The  lead  content  should 
not  exceed  i p.p.m.  These 
lead.  Lead  2.7  p.p  m J samples  were  taken  from  re- 
tail stocks  of  the  manufact- 
urer of  Sample  No.  82  (*  see 
above).  One  sample  of  the 
same  make  was  found  to  be 
satisfactory.  The  manufact- 
urers have  been  communic- 
ated with  and  they  are 
carrying  out  an  investigation 
as  to  the  cause  of  the 
presence  of  lead. 

The  sample  contained  d’he  leaf  was  introduced 
the  chopped  leaves  of  in  the  form  of  impure 
a plant  resembling  sage.  Sample  of  sage — 
mullein,  which  later  Informal  No.  loi  (see 
proved  to  be  a plant  below) — was  taken  from 
called  “ cistus” — a the  sausage  manufacturer, 
common  wild  plant 
in  Mediterranean 
regions. 
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Sage  Informal  Consisted  of  a The  existence  of  this 

mixture  of  chopped  adulterated  sage  which  was 
dried  leaves  of  a imported  some  years  ago 
plant  called  “ cistus  ” has  been  detected  in  other 
mixed  with  genuine  parts  of  the  country, 
sage.  'I'lie  amount  Sausage  manufacturer’s 
of  sage  present  was  stock  destroyed.  Wholesaler 
not  more  than  communicated  with  but  no 

25  per  cent.  further  stock  of  this  sage 

now  held.  Oiiginally  impor- 
ted from  France,  but  is  un- 
likely to  be  imported  again. 


Iced  Lollies  Informal  Lead  1.7  p.p.m.  d'he  lead  in  this  type  of 

commodity  should  not 
exceed  i.o  part  per  million. 
The  sam])les  were  taken 
from  the  same  manufact- 
urer who  gave  trouble  in 
respect  ol  lead  during  last 
quarter.  Formal  sam])les 
to  be  taken  with  a view  to 
Proceedings  if  unsatis- 
factory. 


In  respect  of  the  adulterated  samples  of  Lemon  Curd,  which  was 
manufactered  and  packed  in  Ireland,  all  stocks  were  withdrawn  from  sale. 

New  moulds  and  method  of  production  have  been  introduced  by  the 
manufacturer  of  the  Iced  Lollies,  to  conform  with  the  standard  of  product 
required. 

Of  the  samples  taken.  14.3^  were  found  to  be  adulterated  or  otherwise 
sub-standard. 

No  legal  Proceedings  were  instituted  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts,  1938-50  in  res{)ect  of  these  samples. 
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